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For this year’s International Women’s Day the European Parliament will host a
interparliamentary meeting on the topic of «Women Refugees and Asylum
Seekers in the EU». The President of the European Parliament, Mr. Martin
SCHULZ and Ms. Mary ROBINSON, former President of Ireland, will have the
floor for the inauguration speeches. Moreover, there will be three workshops: the
first one, organised in cooperation with the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe, concerns the issue of “Violence against Women Refugees and
Asylum Seekers”, the second workshop will be organized in cooperation with the

European Institute for Gender Equality and regards the topic of “Gender and healthcare: the situation of refugees
and asylum seekers” and the third one concerns “The integration of Women Refugees” and will have the
cooperation of the European Commission. The meeting will take place in the EP premises in Brussels, from 9.00 to
12.30. Furthermore, from 3 March until 1 June the temporary exhibition “Displaced: Women Refugees and Asylum
Seekers in the EU” is hosted by the European Parliament`s Visitors` Centre Parlamentarium .

Iratxe GARCIA PÉREZ
FEMM committee Webpage
Committee meeting documents
Follow us on FACEBOOK
Follow us on Twitter

Note from the Chair

Interparliamentary meeting on “Women Refugees and Asylum Seekers in the EU“

Programme

9.00 - 09.30 Inauguration speeches
- Opening by Martin Schulz, President of the European

Parliament
- Speech by Mary Robinson, Former President of Ireland

9.45 – 10.45 Workshops
- Workshop n° 1: “Violence against women refugees

and asylum seekers”. Organised in cooperation with the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)

- Workshop n° 2: “Gender and healthcare: the situation
of refugees and asylum seekers”. Organised in
cooperation with the European Institute for Gender
Equality (EIGE)

- Workshop n° 3: “Integration of women refugees”.
Organised in cooperation with the European Commission

11.00 - 12.30 Debate and closing remarks
Ms Ingibjorg Gisladottir, UN Women
Conclusive remarks: Ms Mary Honeyball, MEP

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/archives/201511/FEMM
https://www.facebook.com/Committee-on-Womens-Rights-and-Gender-Equality-of-the-European-Parliament-155117734542772/timeline/
https://twitter.com/EP_GenderEqual
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In celebration of International Women’s Day and in the run up to Rio 2016
Olympics and Paralympics, EIGE is hosting a conference dedicated to
“Gender equality and sport: towards a level playing field for women” on 7
March in Vilnius, Lithuania.
The aim of the conference is to raise awareness of the challenges women
encounter in sport, listen to inspiring stories of women athletes and discuss
what needs to be done to shape an inclusive and diversity friendly sports
culture. Sport – a traditionally male-dominated area - has been shaped for
decades by social constructions of femininity and masculinity, hindering
meaningful participation of women in numerous disciplines.
Despite the gradually increasing participation of women in sport, women
remain underrepresented in its decision-making bodies, in coaching and in
sports journalism.
More information about the event and its programme can be found here.

Photo exhibition “DISPLACED: Women Refugees and Asylum Seekers in the EU”

From 3 March until 1 June 2016, the European Parliament`s Visitors`
Centre Parlamentarium hosts a temporary exhibition “Displaced: Women
Refugees and Asylum Seekers in the EU”. In the context of today's
unprecedented humanitarian crisis, women and children are indeed
among the most vulnerable categories, subject to multiple
discriminations and violations of their basic human rights. The European
Parliament therefore feels that a gender perspective in this sensitive
area is necessary. In order to provide a true insight into the plight of
women refugees and asylum seekers on their journey across Europe,
the European Parliament commissioned award-winning photojournalist,
Marie DORIGNY, to photograph this subject matter, which has been

largely absent in the general media coverage of the refugee crisis so far. The photographs were taken over the
course of December 2015 and January 2016. The project showcases all the principal stages of the gruelling
journey undertaken by women refugees in Europe: the arrival by boat to Greece; the train journey across several
countries, among which the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (featured in the photos); and the final arrival
and processing of asylum requests in Germany. The photographs provide a powerful reminder of the unique
challenges faced by women refugees and the importance of ensuring that the specific nature of their plight and their
needs are taken into account with the sensitivity and humanity they deserve.

FEMM report: “The situation of women refugees and asylum seekers in the EU”

Rapporteur: Ms. Mary HONEYBALL (S&D)

The report on "The situation of women refugees and asylum seekers in the EU" has
been drafted by Ms Mary Honeyball (S&D). It affirms amongst others that, to improve
the security and safety of women refugees, safe and legal routes to the EU must be
made available for those fleeing conflict and persecution and that legislation and
policies relating to irregular migration should never prevent access to EU asylum
procedures. The text also tackles several aspects related to gender based violence,
gender sensitive asylum procedures and integration policies. It has been adopted in
committee on 28 January and is submitted to the plenary on 8 March.

EIGE: “Gender equality and sport: towards a level playing field for women”

http://eige.europa.eu/

